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Mr. Kenneth N. Weaver, Director
Maryland Geological Survey
Latrobe Hall
The Johns Hopkins University
Baltimore, Maryland 21218

Dear Mr. Weaver:

We have your letter of June 16, 1970, enclosed with the claim
by Mr. William B. Crum in the amount of $99.75 for damages resulting
from archeological excavations in an alfalfa field ownejj by Mr.
Crum.

Claims for damages must be submitted to the -General Assembly
in the budget of the Board of Public Works and if the amount- is
appropriated, then they are paid. We would suggest in this case,
however, that the word claim is not the proper definition, but
rather it should be a contract, whereby you pay for the alfalfa
growing in the field where the archeological excavations were con-
ducted. In any event, we have sent a copy of your correspondence
to the Attorney General of Maryland and perhaps he will rule that
you bought 5,320 pounds of alfalfa for $99.75.

Very truly yours,

l-C-C^.-
Andrew Heubeck, Jr.
Secretary

AH:ble
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1 Nov 69

Mr. Fred Cook, Administrator
Frederick Metropolitan District and Sanitary Commission
Frederick, Mar viand

Dear Mr# Cook:

We have opened a 20-foot-wide trench where we estimate the sewer
line will cross the Indian site on the llliam Crum farm and we have
found about 15 pits filled with Indian refuse as well as indications
of Indian houses. ±f you have an opportunity to vis i t the s i te , we
would be "iost pleased to show you wh&t we are doing. I will be there
Monday through Thursday of this coming week (3-6 Nov) and Mon. through
Friday of the following week.

In order to compelete our record of the investipation of the
si te , I would very much appreciate having a Xerox copy for our files
of the le t te r which you received frltaiHr. Ridout of the Maryland
Historical Trust.

Many thinks for your assistance in loc;-ting the position of the
sfiwr l ine. *our cooperation has made i t possible for us to record
an important part of Maryland's prehistoric past which would otherwise
be destroyed when the sewer line is built . I hope th&t you will keep
us in mind if additional re-narns are encountered during construction.

Sincerely,

State ArcheDlogist



1$ Jun 70

Statement regarding crop damage

froa archeological investigations near Walkersville, M

w»re und^rta'csn in en alfalfa f

and farmed by i l l i&« B« Crua at Big??8 ?ord notr V&llraroville, "i*ad •

County, 'ter-rUnd, because t ie f ie ld contains <«n iaportint lat« prehistoric

l ine (the '.iivjcac/ Juitarcapiisr;. jonatructiwi , s Lit*} ̂ »B

planned for early In tiie a;>rinff of 1970 »nd jur STTOKV̂  wero

in lat« 'lot^b^r **ft,f>r ic i^rv^^t of V ' 9 ^ : - , '0^3 should

have bean c*.i;se'*i waicii viuXd SJ have raauiwc. , > \JMHC

oonstructian. ilow^ver, the snw<»r line iv»s been dal&yed until f a l l 1970 or

la ter , and since alfalfa ia a uerennial harvested U times a 79&r and not

planted until August, t -e loss of thn 1979 crop3 has bean entirely due to

out arch8olo£ical investigationa conducted l a s t f a l l . Tm dalfty in

constructinn has allowed us t-> continue vith tho *itceyjt!on&ll,T «5Tt,*«.Bi

and productive archeolorical f indircs tlirough raid-June of t h i s year, but

the additional v>rk was s t i l l confined \r> toe stm area as l a s t fa l l

(tho ar«a to be actually dentnyed br wmer conotruction) so that no

was cause ^inp trunt h&d not been inf l icted las t f a l l . Crop damage

was unavoidable because o isture of the crop, the uncertainty of the

conr?tiT!Ct1">r> schedule, and the tia« required to c a n y out the archoological

inTestigations,
Syler Bastian



BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS
STATE OFFICE BUILDING
ANNAPOLIS. MARYLAND

June 22, 1370

Honorable Francis B. Burch
Attorney General of Maryland
State Law Department
One Charles Center
Baltimore, Maryland

Dear Mr, Bix-xih:

We ars enclosing a copy of correspondence which wa have re-
ceived fro.p. Mr. X̂ r.nsch N. Weaver, Director of tho Maryland Geological
Survey. Mr. Weaver refers to a claim by Mr. William B. Crum, owner
of an alfalfa field that was damaged as a result of archeological
excavations. We are Inclined to believe that this is not a claim
against the State as «,e normally define claims. It occurs to me
that tha llc^lc-d Geological Survey should agree to buy $99.75
worth of alfalfa co tiiut thay could make their areheological survey.

So thr.t thsre will be no difficulty when this matter- is re-
viewed by the L:.j.i3l3V-.v3 Auditor, we would appreciate it if you
would review this correspondence and'let us know whether or not
we can advise Mr. Weaver to buy the alfalfa without calling in a
claim for damages.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Very truly yours,

ij
Andrew Heubeck, J r .
Secretary

flH:ble

Enclosura

cc: Mr. Kenneth }i.



Jan 70

Mr. L. W. Wolfe
Wolfe Brothers Contractors
R.F.D. 1
Myersville, Md. 21773

Dear Mr. Wolfe:

I am writing in regard to your invoice of 13 Jan 70.

Completion of our archpological investigations on the Crum farm
ne*r -Vlkersville has bepn delayed unti l fpring when we will be^in one
or two weeks of vork e>s soon as the ground thaws. If possible, we would
like to make one payment &t th&t time covering both the opening ( last fa l l )
and the f i l l i ng of the trench. Tour patience will be most appreciated.

Please not th*>t we are tax exempt, #25>6.

Sincerely,

Tyler Bastian
e Archeologist



70

Crum
Rt. 1
Walkersville, Md. 21793

Dear Bi l l , Barbara, and Kids,

Superintendent Mentaer of Catoctin 'fountain Park just called ma
to sty that you are having a l i t t l e snow out there and that the meeting
scheduled for tonipht has been canceled. I had the sprinkler set out to
drop by your place, and I also wanted to show you a tnpp of the area we
e-cavhted on which I have plotted a l l the post molds and p i t s .

We washed most of the ar t i facts las t week and are starting to
catalog them now. By the time the meeting at Catoctin Park is rescheduled
I should have some slides of ar t i facts thfet I can show, as well &s t slide
of the map. ''.ashing the artifaate gave me a good look at then, so I am
now excited about getting started on writing ths report.

V/hat do you think about leaving the trench open unt i l early spring*
Someone told me T should be able to do some more work out there during
the 'January thaw,* but T have doubts eV.-out th*t. Perhaps the ground
is already frozen too hard to f i l l the trench before spring. At any
rate , I would like to couplete my work in the area we hfcvp open as
e&rlv as possible in th«> spring so that we can get the trench f i l led.
I would l ike to spend at lehst 3 days at the s i t e , but a raarium of 10 days.
If you would rather not delay any longer, please l e t me know and I ' l l

thfet the trench is fi l led as soon as possible.

Tyler Bastian
State Archeologist
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Division of Archeology
16 Dec Ik

Mr. William B. Crum
Route 3
Box hi
Walkersville, Maryland 2179S

Dear Bill, Barbara, and all:

I have not atarted on my Christmas cards, but I wanted to answer your
<iueutiori afcou-c the ayatarious letter that you received froia the Maryland Historical
Trust. Last summer the Trust hired Wayne Clark, a ^raauate student in anthropology
at American University, to research and fill out National Register nomination
forma for about 30 prehistoric and historic arciieological sites ia tiarylana. With
iay help, representative sites (both excavated and unexcavated) from all sections
oi the state were selected, including Biggs Fora. Theoretically, Y.'ayne or someone
frou the Tru3t should have contacted you before the nonination foru vas i^repared,
but I suspect tnat Wayne relied entirely on ay recorUo and did not actually
vi3it the site. He was ver/ pressed for time anu h&u to cut eoxae corners to get
all of the forms completed before school started in the fall. The purpose of the
niational Register of Historic Places is to give some recognition uad projectiou
to significant, hictorical and archeolo^ical aiteB. It is a federal program •which
is administered by the individual states. Host of the states, iiiduuir^, Maryland,
have focused attention on hisfc&ric buildings, but recently the federal ^ovcrnsant
has been pushing them to include more archeological sties. This summer's worii
*8 one result, and by r;ext sunnier the Trust wjecis to nave its ov"n

llie policy of the ;ia.tional Register and of the Historical Trust ia not to
publish or make public the exact location of archeological sties in order to
protect the st-fees from vandalism and to maintain the owners' privacy, however,
federal lavs require all federal agencies to consider 3ites listed on the National
Register which may be endangered by any project involving federal funds or licenses.
Catoctin Furnace ia an example. If your Indian site had been on the national
Register in 19^9 it ir likely that the sewer line would have been rerouted since it
undoubtedly involved-federal funding. Uaifortunately, I did not understand the law
at that time, and tne Trust was not much interested in Indian sites. liational
Register status for your site should protect it in the future from unwanted damage
by projects involving federal funds. It will not prevent you from uain£ the land
as you wish, but I hope that you will not build townhouses on it I



I hope this explanation is of some help. I am also enclosing some literature
,,hat gives some additional information. The Historical Trust can provide you witn
additional literature and information. The j.vust has a citizens committee in
each county. The chairman of the Frederick County committee is i'irs. Robert Lebnerz.
I'll also be glad to try and answer any questions you have.

I seem to get busier and busier and get less and less done all the time.
I'll try to stop by sometime in the spring. She saddest thing of all is that I
have not made any prograss on a report on the Bi^s Ford site and it's obvious
that I will not be finishing it soon. I have one full time assistant, but we are
unable to keep up vith the demands of the Job. Additional funds and help do not
appear likely in the near future.

Sincerely,

Tyler Bastian
State

TB/nab
encs.



(301) 268-0004

THE MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST
P. O. BOX #1704

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21404

August 11, 1969

Mr. Prank J. Cook
Administrator
Frederick County Metropolitan Commission
Winchester Hall
Frederick, Maryland 21701

Dear Mr. Cook:

We have given some time to checking out the property
at Walkersville whereon an Indian Village is, supposed to
be located.

An inquiry at the department for Indian archeology
at the Smithsonian Institution indicates that no known
.site is on record at the place.. A visit to the site by
our survey team in Frederick indicates the owner has no
convincing evidence the village site exhists, but has
found some arrow heads there.

On the basis that no further evidence or substantial
information of the village is offered, we feel mat your
project does not threaten a site of historical or archi-
tectural importance to the state.

Thank you for your inquiry.

An experience I might cite at Londontown Public House
in Anne Arundel County where an historic port town exhisted,
and where the county needed a sewage pumping station, was
investigated. The trench, only 5i feet in width, did not
appear to disturb any archeological material. Preliminary
test trenches were run along the actual line for only that
vicinity where colonial settlement was believed to have
exhisted, to a depth below plow-disturbed earth and at
original undisturbed sub-soil.

No evidence was found in the area required for the line,
and the reasonable care, interest, and caution was especially
appreciated, and the concession to reasonable regard for
historic or prehistoric evidence acknowledged. The owners
and county officials were all satisfied that care and con-
sideration by both parties had been achieved.

• Sincerely,
) f\ , / I if.

Orlando Ridout IV
Director

0R:ec



Miami, Missouri
65344
July 1, 1970.

Mr Tyler Bastion
Division of Archaeology
Maryland Archaeological Survey
John Hopkins U iversity
Baltimore, Maryland.
21213

Dear Tyler:

George Metcalf has just written me saying that that a charred
bow has been recovered at the Biggsj Ford site. Can you give me
any information on it?

My bow book is in press now and s cheduled for release this
fall. Whether I can make any additions at this late date
remains to be seen, but I would appreciate any dope you can
give me on this new find. Actually, there is very little first
hand evidence on the aboriginal bows in your area so this find
could be of great importance to my study. Webb recovered an
Osage orange bow from a burial down in Louisiana, which is a long
way from ianMmxmxni Maryland.

As you probably know, the Museum of the Great Plains has
apparently fallen on evil days. Tong is now at Bay C^ty, M.chigan
and I have had to follow him to get continued sponsorship. My
letters to Lawton went virtually unanswered.

Truwt all goes well with you.

Sincerely,



Division of Archeology
6 Jul 70

Mr. T. M. Hamilton
Rt. 1
Miami, Missouri

D»?JP Ted!

I t was & reel pleasure to hetr from you, and I am glad that you are
interested in the "bow." I thought .">f calling yon when we fo-und i t , but
decided I wo\:ll write you "l&ter.n The enclosed photo3 will five you some
idea whtt i t looks l ike . It consists of &n alignrrant of s-ntll, elongated
|)its o* charcoal. I susprct that the erter-'or hed bpen chared or partly-
chared so we ors"W ht-v* bi ts of t'r<» ch?rr>d skin. On© end v«ts w»1thf»r not
preserved, or,more likely, destroyed before we realised what we had. Our
excavation was rather sloppy so we had exposed the burial, recorded, tnd
removed the bones before we found the points and rf&lizod what the "stre&fc
of charco&V1 really v̂ >s. Or, T should ?&y probably ia# The shape of
the charcoal stain fend i t s alignment with the points (10 of them) would
seem to be a gpod Cf-PQ for c&llin<? i t t bow, however. Vte re roved thf bow
on a block or dirt (shown in one of tne enclosed photos before jacketing),
and i t is now in my o rfice. I have not tried further cleaning. In the
photos alrnit *11 you can see is the low pedestal on which thp ch&rcoal stain
is isolated. How thst i t has dried out, i t i s even less impressive,
I has a mar. width of ca. U ce . , and Is about 1.5 cm. jide on the narrow end.

The pit containing the burial TO>S about 160 cm. in di&. f-.t the orifice
and exanding o about 190 en. near the botto«. The pit extended 71 cm.
below the base of the plow zone or about lOOoa. below the ground surface.
I do not know if the pit was especially dug to receive tne burial , or if i t
was an abandoned storage pi t used for t•*> grave, but I .-suspect t^e l a t t e r .

The skeleton w&s an adult male, loosely flexed, lying on right aide facing
bow with knees near points ani end of bow,&nd skull in vicinit;^ and on ono side
of missing end of bow. Above and behJni tV> hoed were & v&siforn pipe of fine
micaeous s&ndstone, 2 celts (di&b&se *nd slate(?)) t 1 triangular point of
rhyolite, lump of red ochre, bro)6ken and worn gorgot (presumably an heirlono or
pick-up), 2 cylindrical bone "punches," 2 anul T t ines, and bird c law. Also
a beaver incisor and two bone fragments not yet identified. The points near
the bow were of quart* (9) &n̂  gray chert (1).

Th^r* are several components at th<* Birgs Ford s i t e , but no contact or
3>:ropean ob.-jects have been recovered. The burial with the bow is probably vnry
la te , perhaps between A.D. 1300 and #



If I can provide you with additional infon»tion about the bow, s i t e , e t c . ,
please l e t me know. You &re welcnrie to use the material in your book, <>nd
would be glad to have you look at the specimen if you are out this way.

I • • glad that Tong i s a t i l l sponsoring your work. I hope that the
in Lawton rets straightened out, but I fear that the Bay City amsoi.ra
end up in the same «e^n r™1* that they h*v>? Tong.

By the way, Jim Brown (rSU) wrote me l a s t winter that he will be digging
BOMB exceptionally well-prsearned con-act graves near Day City this summer.
Maybe he will find a bow, too/

I understa-""1 + ^-t "-11 ""* book on guns is f inally out, but I h&ve not seen
a copy.

korping busy he.-n doirirr fiold w .̂rk, nr•/' bsjnp: i -n '^rprfon t i l
from pe l^V toolr; tb-M;**1 t.-'« csns &n̂  bott&es.

"•'inoerely,

Tylsr Bastlsn
?t*te Jlreheologist

P.S. 7 Jul 70

I note that I've given "•-•" -'••.ich deta i l t but not sor? r^r.^rtl info,
thet may mean more to you. s Ford is located
on the Monocacy River netr i-.'alk^rsville in t.he rredericVc Valley of
central Marylfend. The Frederick V&lley io sort o.*" a transitiorif.1 &r?a
between the Piedmont and Appalachian provinces, but strongest cultural
t ies of Bigrs ford are to th? other limestone valleys of va. and Pa.
There are obvious cultural t ies to the weut, s:nh as the Monongahel/a compleaes.
* Relationships to eastern M&ryland, especially to the
Coastal Plain, are weak*


